
WarMouse Meta: Revolutionary Joystick Mouse Features 18 buttons, 
Analog Joystick, and High Resolution Laser

Oxford, England, December 15, 2009 – WarMouse today announced that its revolutionary 18-button 
joystick mouse, christened the Meta, will ship with a high-resolution laser sensor instead of an optical 
sensor.  With a patented design featuring 18 buttons, an analog joystick, and a 5600-cpi laser sensor, the 
Meta provides a radically efficient user interface that has been shown to increase mouse input speeds 
by an average of 30 percent in comparison with conventional two-button mice utilizing toolbar icons 
and pull-down menus.  Initially introduced as the OpenOfficeMouse, the WarMouse Meta also has 
512k of flash memory, which allows it to completely change its functionality in different games and 
applications.

“We were frankly shocked by the overwhelming response to our original announcement of the mouse,” 
said Theodore Beale, Lead Designer at WarMouse.  “We sent out three emails and ended up getting 
three million hits on our website that weekend; no one seemed to believe that an 18-button mouse with 
a joystick could be anything but a joke.  But it's real, it's brutal, and it's going to fundamentally change 
what people expect of their input devices.  There are some who are of the opinion that the Meta is 
insane, but we believe there are many gamers and power users who want to be able to do more than 
stroke their mouse with two fingers.”

The Meta is one of the first computer mice to incorporate an analog joystick and is the first mouse to 
permit the use of the joystick as a digital keyboard interface.  In the three digital joystick modes, the 
user can assign up to sixteen different keys or macros to the joystick, which provides faster user input 
regardless of whether the user is flying through the cells of a large spreadsheet in Calc or on the back of 
an epic flying mount in World of Warcraft.  In analog joystick mode, the player can select between 
having up to seven joystick buttons available or using all 18 buttons as keyboard and mouse commands 
instead.

The features of the WarMouse Meta include:

    * 18 programmable mouse buttons with double-click functionality
    * High-resolution laser sensor with adjustable resolution from 100 to 5,600 DPI/CPI.
    * Five assignable button modes: Key, Keypress, Macro, Mouse, and Mouse-Key Combo
    * Analog Xbox 360-style joystick with five analog and digital modes
    * Clickable scroll wheel
    * 512k of flash memory
    * 63 on-mouse application modes with hardware, software, and autoswitching capability
    * 1024-character macro support.
    * Meta Modeware for creating, managing, and customizing game and application modes
    * Import and export of custom modes in XML format
    * Taskbar notification of active application mode
    * Optional audio notification of mode switching with customizable wave files
    * PDF export of application mode button assignments
    * Graphical pop-up map of application mode button assignments
    * 25 default modes for popular games and applications, including Mozilla Firefox and Thunderbird, 

Microsoft Word, Excel, and Powerpoint, OpenOffice.org Writer, Calc, and Impress, 3D Studio 
Max, Autodesk AutoCAD, Adobe Photoshop, the Gnu Image Manipulation Program, World of 
Warcraft, Call of Duty: Modern Warfare 2, and the Multiple Arcade Machine Emulator.



Chris Park, the lead designer of the popular independent strategy game AI War: Fleet Command, 
remarked: "I've been using a 5-button mouse for many years now, and there was once a time when I 
thought I'd never need more than two buttons -- I shudder at the thought, now.  So I'm interested to see 
how the Meta handles in practice when I actually get my hands on one.  The thing that most interests 
me is the analog stick on the side of it.  For AI War, I imagine that this would make panning much 
simpler, and it could be really handy for panning in other applications, as well.  It is a feature that 
seems to fit tidily on the side of the mouse and which I could see eventually becoming as indispensable 
as the fourth and fifth buttons on my current mouse."

The WarMouse Meta

The Meta has been alternately described as “the 18-button freak”, "the most insane mouse ever", "a 
Photoshop gag", and "too much of a good thing".  For more detailed information about the WarMouse 
Meta, visit http://www.warmouse.com/about.html.  The Meta is compatible with Windows, Linux, and 
Macintosh operating systems and will retail for $74.99 in the first quarter of 2010.

Contacts:
Marc Soskin (UTC -05h00)
Media Specialist
m-soskin@excite.com
+1 (612) 284-7344

Theodore Beale (UTC +01h00)
Lead Designer
theo@warmouse.com
+44  1865 600 440

http://www.warmouse.com/about.html

